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He LOR D, whoſe 2-2 
S fire iS 1N Zion, and. 4: 
Shoſefurnace iS inJetuſalem, ** 3”? | 
Path in depths of his wiſdom- 
ſpoken by terrible things 
ib righteouſneſs aoain# this 
Watioa, he hath brought us Ln. 1-9 | 
gown wondertully, and hath - 
Wade Our breach wide as the \ ,,,.. 2; 
Sea, who can heal ws © our 

pruiſe is incurable, and our Ter.35 12e 
Foun is grievous, for the ** 

Lord hzth wounded us with 

;be wound of an Enemy, 

Fith the chaſliſement of a 

Fuel one, becauſe our fins + 
Fere encreaſed, Le hath min- 1* 19: 14: 
Red a pervetſe {pirir in the 

Drdſt of us, which cauſeth 

1 A--2 us 
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The Preface; 
us to erre in every work, 
a drunken man Me 
his vomit, and weeat evet 
man the fleſh of his own arn, 1 
for all this his anger 1s ne T7 


turned away, but his handj; 


.-Lem.1.14. ſtretched out ſill, the _ 


_ of onr cranſereffions 3 is = 


by his hand, they are wreati,, 
ed, and come up upon ol, 
neck, and in the day of ol, 
calamity, he hath coveray 
us with a cloud in his ange,. * 
— E59.10, thar like blind men in th 
dark we grope for the wall 9 
and cannot find either our [i 
or our duty : ſome cry, th 
Lam.2. 14, 79ere be many of our Prophe., | 
= who hive not diſcoveredd| 
iniquiry to turn away £ 


6 
a. o, 20, 


Lam, 2. I. 


captivity : others compley, 
4 
Toda not a few f them, hi 


ſet 


The Preface, 5 
een for us falſe burdens and cauſes 
Dt baniſhment ; what ſhall we dowhilſt 


. 


Es thus with ws? (utrely it is 
meet to be (aid unto God, J%» 19-2: 
Chew me why thou contend= Job 34. 
eſt with me, I have born 3%» 3% 
IChaſtiſement, I will not offend any | 
Lmore, that which I ſee nor, teach | 
Mhou me, if | havs dene iniquity, I | 
Uyill do no More s a3iill the 
Nord ſhall reveal it unto us, © 
Nd make us wiſe in heart to unders 
"Mtand this, and ſpeak to us, tharwe' 
may declare it, for what the Land” 
"mourns, Tt is fit that in the things 
"of the Lord's controverſie, and of our- 
f auty wheretowe have already attained | 
"we walk by the [ame rule, and minde- 

the lame things. 1 do ſuppoſe that all 
"Of us are of one minde' in this, that our 
Tcorrupt mixture in Church members, 
"Nand Gharch-officers , are one main 


1 F 
ſet aſe, a 


]:r, 9+ L.3e ; 
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cauſe, why ſo much wrath is gth, 
forth from the Lord againit ns, Mc, 
doth abide upon us, The Lord's Ss | 


Fa. 
> 
1 
( 


OR Pol 
. Ezek,20.38- nis ordinances pure, fs Ul 
DK 4-3 ave he poopie od 


_ The Preface, 


| : - ; 
pon Scotland for' « long time Pi "8 
ſeems to hawe been to pur, 

his houſe, azdas to hay: 


EZeR.24 13, 
Ha. 1. 25, 


Officers alſo pure; 7 mean wot of:-< 
higher pitch than the do(trine and iy 
licie of our Church doth reach, bi 
cauſe ( Ifear notto ſay it ) the me 
ſaring line of the SanfFuary hath bu 
ſtretched ever theſe,' o give untotan ;; 
due Scripture dimenſions, concerniy.| 
the qualification of Charch member, ; 
and Church Officers : If in thi; 
things our practice were agreeable; 
our rule, we needed not be aſhamt ; 
but might ſpeak with our Enemicsi,, 
the gate , and an[wer. him that 4 
proacheth us, our fin is, that bein.; 


weight 


The Preface: 


-/ found too Light; how many Churchs 


x 
A members are there in Scotland, whons 
4 owr Church diſcipline ( if conſcientl= 
'S nſly weilded) would cut off as rotten, 
"How many Church-Officers, whom 
h that diſciplin would ca out as nnſa 
owry ſalt 7'we have rejoy- .. 
'ced in our pride. and been 


, haughty becauſe of the Lord's holy 


car holineſs to t 
fared, that holineſs to the Leek. nal 


Lord might be engraven ;;. ,,. 
4.in all the pots of his 
Thouſe, We have boaſted of a Reforma 
\! tion of the Ordinances, withogt ſeeks 
0 ing as really to: reform Ehurch Offi= 
L cers, and Church- Memubers, accor A. 
ul 377 tothe Pattern thereof, Pure Ora 
M dinances are indeed things precious 
t and excillent,Cand what ſoul among us 
M-that hath ap) meaſure of the true 
Ja Zeal 


| 


Pweiched in eur own ballarce, we are 


mountain, but: have not ſo zealouſfly 


| 


whe matter of their lamentation ) 


$8 The Prefate. Y 
Zeal of the Lords houſe, can behilf" 
the defacing of theſe, aud not makeh £ 
theſe are but means [ubordinate 0 b 
more high and [uper- excellent end, tx! 
wit, that we may thereby be brough v 
with open face to behok 
as in a glaſs the glory q 
the Lord, and be changed unto th 
ſame Image from glory to glory, * 
even as by the ſpirit of the Lord © 
0 that we may all come un, 

* = * to the unity of the faith 
unto the knowledge of the Son as 
God, unto aperfe& man, unto rh * 
meaſure of the ſtatureof the fulneh © 
of Chriſt, 7t ts true, that all th 

Members of the Church wiſible, will 
ot be living and lively | 
ſtones in the Lords tem, , 
ple, neither doth the rule of Church | 
conftitutlon, hold out or caſt ont r 
| whl 


2 Cor. 3. 18. 


Mar. 29. 16- 
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The Preface. 


be holy that all who profeſs 
þ faith in Feſus Chr:({t,may TPNL MN 
4. Walk as becomes the Goſ- pitt, r. 27. 
j Pe of Jeſus Chriſt, 4nd 


% 


h w90 bears the Veſſels of the Lord, and 


, to whom the charge of holy things be- 
q 


committed be holy, the ſons 
- Of Levi muſt be purified, 


, Ting in righteouſneſs, when that is 


4996 then are the offe:ings of Judah” | 
þ 3nd Jeruſalem pleaſanr unto the if 
il Lord, 7 acknowledge that we wer e 

pureing the. 
"1 this Land, they who - 
h enterrupted us fhall bear their burdens 
il but 7 hat WAS aone in this thing, was” 


lj once xpon af ir way for 
© Honſe of Godin 


jj who ore not really ſuch, but this is the | 
+ £747 ſcope that all of us ought 1Re-: 
i well at, that all the Lords people may 


Mal.3. Zz FR 


wand purged as gold and as filver, be 
g fore they off er unto the / ord an offe= 


[1 
+ 
[1 


[ 
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Io The Preface. -» 
not More refreſhing to gracious hedrts,thaij 


 1t-was-/orely repined at,and oppoſed byotherg; 
 (-@ fin that provoked the Lord to flop the 
_ Emrrent of ſo rich a mercy } therefore ds 
wany now make haſte again to intrude 


themſelves upon the Cangregations whence 
they Were once Juſily caſt out, and not 4 

few amongſt the People love to have it ſo, 
« tbough there were d conſpiracy lO re 


/ 
, 


euro to Egypr,and to build again the wally 


_ of Jericho, and repair the ruines of Edcm; 


nifeſt,that there is. a generation of ignd: 


J do alfo achnowledge it. with thank fulneſy 
unto the great Shepherd of Souls , that. 
ther e 7s 4 Predt Company of graclous mens: 
amongft the Officers of his Church, whi 
walk-in the ways of the Lord, and keep 
| bis charge, but there be alſo many that ne. ' 
ther do ſo, nor know how to de it; To fi 
nathing of Miniſters ; It is more than mas. 
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rant, ſlothfull, earthly minded men, Whi 


Poople-ſhould periſh: for want of knowledge, 


#ndholineſs be deſpiſed, and ly in the duh, . 
: jr | nl 


ILY RCTS HIT EL vt, Gab 


| bear the name of Eliers and: Deacons itt. 
many Congregations, and where ſuch beat. 
ride, what can be expefed, but that the 


A | 4 
*'s a 


; 
| 


”” ſome meaſure of ſincerity ts endedvour the | 


q 


ond Congregations ſtill abide in to ſwarthy al 
* temper, | 

Lords fight, to be throughly convinced of 
| this great Church-evil, whence many 


| taken away, and we become a People in-| 
firuGed in the way of the Lord, and walke| 


 Goſpel,which is now evil ſpoken ef,becanſe of| 
the ignorance, and looſe converſation of 
many among us : Therefore am 1 bold as 
 priſſedin ſpirit C albeit one of the weakeſt 
j and moſt unwor thy ) to offer this little | 
». Treatiſe, with an eye upon this end, Aud | 


.. niſters, Elders, Deacons, Conpregations, iſ 


| Chriſt: yea, let me obteſi them: by ths 
blood of the everlaſting Eovenant, by their 


| 


The Treface. | ir] 


If we might find grace in thel 


Church evils flow, and be brought with 


remedy thereof, what a branch of hope| 
might it be, that our reproach ſhould be | 


ing to the Praiſe and Commendation of the| 


let me without effence, beſeech all tbe Mis 


Presbyteries, and Afſemilies of. this 
Church, in the bowels of the Lord Jeſus 


_ of the Lor ob Ray wat, by the-credite 
of the Goſpel, by their love to _ 
ſouts, and dy the fury cf the a, 2 

Lord 


\x 33 The Preface. 
\7;Lord, which he hath cauſed to reſt 
. HON us, becauſe he Purged us, and wi 
 ({wouldnor be purged ; and as they de fir 
 c the Lord ſhould bring us sg4in, an 
g : Ezrz, 9. 8, cauſe KS ſtand before him, anf 


Po .,, ICcIVe $4 remnant, a Ive 
1 Ns a naj] In bis holy place : ing 5 - 
 j-each of them 


| fer. Ig, I9, 
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the preciog. 
from the vile 4, 
and purge thigh 

& # { D » 7 | 
Lord's houſe in this Land from corre Off 


Tal 


be. Mad. 
clean 7 When will it once be G, 
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ov  To:the 
CHRISTIAN READER, 
FT He inducements that per [waged me 
.L firſt to write, and then to publiſh 
this little Treatiſe of Ruling "4 
Ifrand Deacons, were chiefly theſe, 
The ſenſible Impreſſion ti at the Led 
4,.1þ made upon my Syivit, as aljo { 1 
how ) upon the ſpirits of 1he godly of 
the Land, of the great D_ ih: 
- comes to this poor Church by a multitude 
; 7, men in theje offices, who Ss know 
- their _= nor make conſcience 10 Pere 
' forms it, 2: The vinaicatingthe DoGt- 
rine of our Church concerning theſe 
_ Church«Officers, that the months of ſuch | 
' who ſpeak evil may be ſtopped, and 0-2 


thers who ſtumble may le ſatisfied. El 


6 
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To the Reader; 
The The preſſing defire of Brethren, Minſca 
oF and Elders inthe Precbytery 47g on 
Congregation, where the Lord hath jtjo 
me; all which did receive jome ſpirizhe 
and life, when I found wy Name amor 
thoſeto whom the. Gen. Aſſembly Fs ahg > 
Church did commit and recom: 

this work long ago. + 
I have endeavoureate handle it wiil '- ; 
as much plainneſs and evidence &./ 
Truth,and as ſhortly, without wronging 4) 
of the matter as | could: It 5s not unlikk, © 
that ſore maythink, that I have done þ 
70 great buſineſs, becauſe [ have brought 1 
no newihing, 1 acknowleage that it is | 


fo 5 what Ihave ſaid, is for the maiter 


( | trust ) and in many things for the 
words too,the Doftrine of the Scriptures, 
and cf Proteſtant inks, and of our 
Church, in the Ads and Policy theresf; 


} / have but put together in one,and digelt= 
| ed. into fome OM eihod what was Folly 
ſeatiered. 


To the Reader. 
alcattered of before, that theſe who either 
:1gonld not, or would not be at the pains 
ſtio ſearch far ſach things , may now have 
'Tithers at their hand. 0iters may look 
ag/pon this Treatiſe as not plain enough, 
218&\'s wot ſo exact, full, and perfect as 
i vohtiobes with theſe 1 ſhall not 
* .ntend; I havedone what | could, at 
St '-a5t what I conceived beSt in order to 
& the ends Ipropounded to my ſelf; If 0- 
n ihers ſhall find favour «of the Lord to do 
is, better, 1 ſhail blefſe his Name on their 
ve behalf, and receive ana mike uſe of 
bt 1beir pairs with than! fulneſs, And 
is ſome may happily =o that there is 
r here too much laid upon Ruling- Elders, 
e more nr they ſhall be able or willing 'o 
, undertake 5 yea , more than ite lord il 
ry dothrequixe A moſt of ihe things 
;' that ave mentioned by us being incums- 
- berit to eAMiniſiers rather itan to El- 
7. ders, It iitoue what 35 ſaid of the El. 
"A ders 


I. IT IC rr RY 1. Ae TATE >=, yt nts en = — —_— 
” _ "» = 
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OM otre Reader, F 

2 ders duty, Is alſo the duty of M inifter 

[Pp fos hal ſoewer the Elder ought 80 dol a 
'  wertue of his Calling, that aljo enght 11 z 
eHiniſter $0 av, and ſomewhat more, 
but jo far as we know, nothing is ſpo bet. 
here cf ine Elder, that doth not belpy 
0 Lit \ 7 through 1@H07 CE OY $P.13;1, 


51383 is : | 
of abiittie, or negle@ , or caſlome, Ely 


ders have not done theſe things, is ts 
that which Ouphi fo be heiped, 7t Is tt PA 


ich tizze for them to awake , and ty. 
F _ 0. A 'l 
know ard owne, aud follow their dut) UM 


and lixihe Churchof God 5 >cotlan1, 
10 know bow much ſhe hath jmavied BD, 
2r the hands Of ignorant and finbiuly,, 


Jed ard ſcandalous mens we would not 
luvins Ec- ith difoni{ſc- Ry Os. 
with diiguiled and hiftrio- 


Clel;1;25C0-3 


6 , C 
nical men, puſied up with f, 
7 


Files or with Idols, dead in fins to: 
be Elders; but would ſeek after ho. © 
ly m-n, who being endued with 


—_ 200 ws. nit cr, 
At oY —_— _ 
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faith 


To the Reader. 17 
"Taith in God,'and walking in his 0- 
Hedience,God authorizing them, and 
theChurch hisSpouſe chooſing them, 
"and calling them, undertake the Go- 
Eyernment thereof, that they may la- 
"Hour to the conſervation and E- 
"Tification of the ſame in Chriſt ; 
Neither needs the qualification , or 
"multitude, or difficulties of the parti- 
"Clays here ſpoken of, diſcourage or 
[carr any s Itis not ſo much the meaſ- 
"ure as the truth of the thing that 1s 
"140 be looked at, We have ſet dows 
"what « Ruling Zlder ought to be, in 
Fegard of the whole extent of his 
” Charge, ſundry particulars whereof the 
molt part of Ruling El-ers are ſeldom 
called to exerciſe, and if they be in 
l ſome meaſure fitted for theſe parts of nl 
® the charge which God calls them torx- | 
© ercile, and follow the ſame with ſinglee 
neſs of heart, they may believe that 
they 


19 | 
they ſhall be aſſefed, and accepted\ 


To the Reader” 


God in Feſus Chris, the Imploymey 
Fs not theits, but the Lords, from whay 
they may expedt both their farnitar” 
and alſo their rewsld ; let them ay; 


and be avine, and the Lord ſhall "S 


with them, 


$7 
'(l A Short 
= TRE thing 


4Rulin > 75 ny 


CHAP. 1. 
Of their Names. 


Hat is neceſſary to be undet= 
ſtood concerning Ruling El- 
"Jers may be taken up in the explt- 
cation of theſe four, x, Their name, 
2, Their inſticotion, 3, Their Calling; 
i Their Qualification and Duty, 
The word Elder in the 

The 2 —_ Scripture doth fignifie di- 
5: 0 Þc of x Vers things, r, -v ſionifie 
Government eth old men, or men come 
Tea f to agez I Tim, 5» I, Re- 
' Part, CaP: 1, buke not an Elder, but in 
r Tim.5.1' treat him-4s 4 father, and. 


: Ws the 


A. Hs: 
the younerr men as bns 
thren, 2, Tt ſignifies thote who hay 1 
lived in the times of olg;t 
Mat. 15.2: Mat. 15, 2, Why do the 
Diſciples tranſoreſs the tradition ty] 
the Elders. >, itis taken for honouh; 
able and worthy men, ?ſa, 3. 2. Thi 
T ord of Hoffs doth take away fro 
Ferutalem and Fudah the Prudent ans 
the Ancient, 4+ It is the name off 
SP.1itual © ficer in the houſe of G 7 
AT 14, 23. And whit 
they had ordained them Eh 
ders in every city In this 1a" figny, 
fj -ation ir is taken 1n this place, fq 
theſe who bear Rule in the Houſe g 
God. who arecalled Elders becauſe 
the Knowledge, Gilts, Expericncy 
Prudence and Gravity , whetewitl 
they ought to be indued, "| 
——_ The Officers in chi 
Diſcipline '/ Houſeot God, who } 
thi 


Ads.14.23 


CH - 
by 6.(e.1: theScripturesarecalled 
ay the name of Eldets, ate of ſeverall 
dlgts, Preachins F1ders or Miniſters, 
mo eaching Elders or Dottors, and 
* tuling or Governing Z1ders. all theſe 
Uhreeareoften timesintheN, T,come 
Thrized under the general name of Zl- 
"+ PP cer, AcF,is5 6,22, & 20: 
Lo 159 171.706, 5 Itis the Ru- 
We 5. ling Elder whom we 
1! 2. took of - 

C. 5.8.3, have now to do with, 
7h who 1s ſo called, not 
Egecauſe the power of ruling and g0* 
Myerning the Church velongs ro him 
ty one, for italſo belongs to thePreache 
- Ing +nd Teaching Elders, or to the 

Miniſters and DoRors Bur becauſe 
Co rule and govern is the principal 
itand chiefpart of his Charge and Im- 
OA oyment, it is the higheſt A & of 

Office ; Ir is not competent for 
 thim to Preach, that belongs to the 
Paſtor or Miniſter, nor to reach, that 
be- 
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belongs to the Doctor, but his OP" 
is comprized within the compaſſeÞ* 
Ruiing and Governing the Churc|ÞP ! 
and thetetore he is called the GoyeP® 
ning or Ruling ElderzThe ApoſtleF' ' 
the Epiſt'e to the Rox"? 
ch,12,8, calleth him, h;$"< 
that rulcth , and 1 Cf" 
12, 28, hecalls them GA 
VEINMENts. putting the abſtrat fo 
the concrer, Governments for GovelP* 
nours. Tus then we have che. 
proper or right name of theſf 
Church Officers, which ſerves iQ 
correft a twofold miſtake, Th&' 
1, is, of theſe who either out of ig$* 
norance, or diſdain , do call thenfi" 
Lay-Elders, a$it they werea part % 


Rom, 12, 8 


1 Cor, 12. 28. 


the Peopleonly, and not to bereck: 
oned amongſt the Officers of th 
Lords Houſe, whom the Popiſtt 


- Churchin their pride,and othersfoly 
: lowing} 


L | ( 82 3 
wing them calls the Clergy, that is, 
Se Lords Inhericance,in oppoſition 
jo the Laity or People, whom they 
ok upon, as. baſe and much inferi- 
.$r tothe other in worth and Excel- 
ency, whereas all the Lords People 
;Fte his portion, andthe lot of his inhee 
f1tance, Dent, 32.9. 1.Pea 5.3, The 
,J&c nd miſtake is, of theſe who do 
Fall theſe only Ruling- Elders, whe 
afil 10 Presbyteries ,Synods, and Gen- 
pFral Aﬀemblies, allowing to others 
(he name of Zlders, but not of Rul- 
APg- Elders - But every Elder in the 
Lords Houſe is a Ruling-Elder, be- 
cauſe the power and exerciſe of rule 
nd Government belongs to every 
Elder, though ſome of them upon 
cApeciall occaſions be called ro a more 
Eminent Axecciſe of it than others. 


CHAP, 


The Lord Jeſus, upon whoſe ſhouk, 


or rather by the pride of Teachers?" 


( 24) 


L. 


CHAP: IT, oh 

Of the Inſtitution of ix 

Relig blder El 

The 2 book n 
of Dies HE Inftitution ( 


the Office of Ry Þ 
ling Elder, is divine, it | 4 | 
not an ordinance of man, but of God 


C1. 6, [tfF. 2: 


der the Government 1s, and who FE 
faithfull in all his Houſe, hath in hi! A 


Eternal Wiſdom thought fit to apfs 
point ſuch an Officer in his Houſey 
for the right and orderly Governing 
thereof. It is true, that by the flothÞ 


whileſt they alone would ſeem to bt 
ſomewhat, and by the policy of Saf 
tans and inadvertance of he Church) 


theſe Officers were for many Ag& 
together, out of uce 1n the ChriſtiaF 


Church 


GH 3 E 
Clrch. But certain it is, that both 
The Jewiſh Synagogue, and after, he 
Thrift 'an Church had Serzores, or 
Elders, without whoſe counſel no- 
aing was done in the Churchz That 
be Jewiſh Church had ſuch, appears 
- From 2 Chro, 19, 8. Fer. 29, I. Mat. 


\Þ6-21,22,23,26,57,59. 40.4.5. And iſ 


that the Chris 


UEinbre. Com, on 1. Tim. 


) (5-1: Tert. in his 34 Ch. of ſtanChurchal- 


pol. Baefil. Meg. Com. fo had 
of Iſay 3. 2. Hier, on thar ad them in 


pine place. Ave. E7. 237, (NE primitive 
& 3 es Ge Hp. S pureſt times 
Ho 045% thereof , ap- 
hpecars from the teſtimony of ancient 
s'Writers, as may be found by theſe 
b{who will take pains to ſearch into 
aheſe things. But we have a more ſure 


word for the Divine Inſtitution of 


'& Iders in the Chriſtian Church, then 
ag2ny teſtimony of man, to wit,the Te- 


cſſtimony of God, in the Scriptures of 
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(- 36 3 x 
the New Teſtament. The firſt ph 
of Scripture is Rom.12.6.7,8.ay, 
then gifts, differing according to,y 
| grace that is given us, whether prog, 
ſte, let us propheſie according to they, 
portion of faith, or Miniſtery, a. 
wait on our Miniftring, or he \, 
teacheth on teaching, or he that exhg 
eh on exhortation ; he that gives 
him do it wih ſuraplicity « he that rh; 
with diligence g he that ſheweth 1; 
with cheerfulneſſe, In which Texty 
Apoſile doth firſt comprehendg; 
the leverall kindes of ordinary (tap] 
ing Officers 11 the Church of Gi 
under two general Heads, to wy 
Prophecie, whereby is meanediy 
ordinary facultie of right undf 
Qfainding and expounding the Scty 
rures, and Miniftery, under wt 
1s comprehended all other Chunf 
_ Officers and Imployments ; To et 


— 


aYerall duties,to wit,that he who pros 
P,hcfieth, ſhould do it according to 
Me proportion of faith, h.e, accord- 
*Ing to the meaſure, of the meaſure of 


( 27 ) 
theſe the Apoſtle addeth their ge- 


anowledge of the word of faith, that 
* he hath received of God gz And he 
xbpþat miniſters , let him wait on his 
*mpiniſtring, h. e. let him not do it neg- 
. hipently or ſlothfully, but fai:hful- 
wiy and diligently. Then he ſub-d1- 
Xtiypides theſe two Generalls, into the 
Wpeciall Offices contained under 
ltxhem; He divides him that prophe- 
Gheth, into him that teacheth,and him 
What exhorteth, or into the DoQor,to 
£dwhom the word of teaching or In- 
1091 ruciion belongs, and the Paſtor, to 
Sdwhom the Word of Exhortation is 
wicompetent. Under him that mini- 
Uftereth, he comprehends, firſt him 
d that giveth, by whom is meant the 

= 7 Dea- 
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Deacon, who is appointed for * 


ſupply of the poor. Secondly, ht 
that ruleth, by whom can be me#* 
no other then the Ruling Elder, © 
Ing an ordinary ruling Officerint 
Church, who is different from tf 
Paſtor and Teacher is here ſpoktf 
of by the Apoſtle, 
The ſecond place of Scripture thi* 
provestheOffice of Ruling Elders 
I Cor. 12. 28, And God hath ſet ſoF, 
in the Church, firſt Apoſtles, ſecont* 
ly Prophets, thirdly Teathers , aft 
ward miracles, then gifts of heali! 
helps, governments, kinds of tongut 
Some of the Bibles of the late BF 
gliſh Tranſlation read helps in gover?® 
ments, but croſs to the Text in tt 
ficlk Language, that bears helps, gl 


vernments , as two diſtin hi 
and therefore in other Editions * 
that Tranſlation, this is helpzd, l 
l 


( 29 
is Text the Apoſtle reckons ſeveral 
pfficers of the Church, ſome extra- 
.#dinary, which were to continue 
(pt for a ſeaſon, ſuch as Apoſles, 
Freating Powers or Miracles, gifts 


Thealing, kinds of tongues: Some 
iFdinary, which were to continue 
' the Church to the end of the 
{orld, and theſe are Teachers, or 
| ordinary Church-Officers, who 
exerciſed in the Word: Helps, þ, 


01 4 
, ne Deacons, who are appointed 


ont 


4; the help and relief of the poor 3 
Ja dgovernments, 0h, e, the Governing 
i, Ruling Elders;forit1s clear from 
ge words, that the Apoſtle by Go- 
-jnments,doth mcan a Church-Of- 
er, whom God hath ſet in his 
Pureh, for Ruling and Governing 
freof, now this cannot be any o- 


| po of the Church- Officers,for theſe 
 j.nath named befides, and therefore 


th B 3 It 


( 39) 
It remains that it is the Ruling Eler 


der. hn 
The third place of Scripture izar 
11im 5 17, Let the Rlders that rule weljnd 
be vn worthy of dsuble hanour, ſpe, 
cially they that Glow in the word and 
doFrine, Which Text doth hold forthe 
and diſtinguiſh two forts of Elr3 
ders in the Church , to whom thor 
Lord Jeſus hath committed tho: 


power of Ruling 3 One ſort whaa! 


do alſo labour in the Word and Dov 
Grine, to wit, Paſtors and Teacherfn 
Another fort who do only Rule" 
and GOIg it wellz. are accounted | 
wortny of double honourzand theft 
are the Ruling Elders of whom we 

| 


ſpeak, C- 

From this thaÞc 
2. Book of Diſcipl. the Office of th * 
c.3,ſeR. 13,14,15, Ruling Elder ie 
16, Aſert:of the go- of DivinelInſtifl 


Ver nmel 
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(01-2 
lLernment of the tution,we gather 
hurch of Scotland, theſe concluft= 
Isart 1. 2. pPag,1t. ons, Firſt,that1 it 
thd 17. 1s not a thing 
Ge, arbitrary and 
.adifferent for ſuch to wait upon 
their charge, yea or not, as theypleaſe, 
[ras their attendance may contribute 
hor their own or their friends partt- 
halar, which is the cuſtom of too pre 
haany Elders; but that they ar 
bund 1n conſcience diligently to rag 
-end and follow the duties thereof, 
Lefhether they be ſuch as they ought, 
ed the ſeveral Members of the Con- 
eſregation,or the keeping of Seſlion, 
if Presbytery,and other Aſſemblies 
the Church, when they are called 
jand deſired thereto, 
h F das Elders ought todo 
. [er Office,not formally and hypo- 
zritically,for the faſhion only , but 
m B 4 ſincerely 


fincerely and la, as in the fig, 


32 ) 


of Gad,by whom they are called wi 
to this holy Calling, and to who 
rhey muſt render an accompt of thy; 
diſcharge of this great truſt, f 
Thirdly ,they ought not to dom 
neer over their fellow Brethren ag 
Elders , but carry themſelves hug, 
bly and ſerviceably, as theſe whoaj 
appointed of the Lord Jeſusfor mig, 
ſtring unto, and edifying of his Bi 
dy the Church. 
Fourthly, that they ought to ca 
ry themielves with that authority 
holineſs, gravity and prudence, thy 
b-comes theſe who are called of on 
to bear Rule in his Houſe. 
Fifthly, that Elders once Jawfall 
called tr Ne Office, and having gik 


from God meet to kt the ſamy 


(unleſs they be removed therefron 
becauſe of miſcarriages) are {til El 
der 


( 33 ) 
70 thogh happily inCongregations 


where many qualified 
hy .2, Book of men may be found, 


thy; (c3p, ch,6. ſome may ve PErmMit- 
(he 3. ted for a time tolure 
ON ceaſe from the exercite 


UA the charge, and others be put in 
Meir room, as was among the |.c- 
Artes ander the Law, in ſerving in 
ile Temple by courſes. 
Bi Sixthly , that people ought to 
bey fach as theſe who have the 
CGhle over them, and ro ſubmit them- 
Elves, becauſe they wait for their 
uls,as they that muſt ptve account, 
” >, they may do it witi joy, and 
, ot with grief, Heb. 13, 17: 
ulfea. they wonld know them as 
pilheſe who are over themin the Lord, 
mind do admoniſh them, and eficem 
ohem very highly in love for their 
Ely orks ſake, x Thef, 5. 12, 13. 
cn my CHAP, 


7 


; % 
V ug) 
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CHAP. TII*. 'o 


Of the Pocation or Calling of Ruling. 
Elders . 70 


9 NO manisto it. 
2 Feok of diſ. {A trade in any inth 
cap. 3. ployment without G1 
lawful Calling,ſo mudÞ' 
leſs: ought any man to intrude hin63 
ſelfwithout a Calling, into any {iC 
cred FunRion in thÞ 

2: Book of diſ. Houſe of God: Heb, 5A 
Cap. 35 4+ Therefore befona 
| any take upon him.t( 
exerciſe the Office of Ruling Eldet? 
he ought tobe lawtullycalled there! 
uato. This Calling is inward or out. 
ward; the inward Calling is the Te: 
ſtimony of a goo] Conſcience, con. 
cerning ſome meaſure of ability anc 
gifts for the Charge, and a ow 
all 
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Ind honeſt inclination and purpoſe 
'oimploy thele gifts, forthe honour 
ot God , the advancement of the 
Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
ood of ſouls, 
) in. The outward Calling is to be after 
inthe ſame manner with that of other 
t Church-officers, and it ſtands in their 
ugElection, and 1n the tryal of their 
incarriage, gifts, and admiſſion to the 
Charge. The EleQton is to be made | 
thby the Congregation wherein they I 
,sare to bear charge, As 6. 3, 5+ Ii 
23Aand I4. 23: | 
i : That 1t may be gone : 
e 1+ Book of diſcip. about in the more. 
re $- head, ronching orderly way,lt is fit 


the ElrGn of | 4, ej 
IU E/ders and Dea- that d NOININAatiOon be 


& cons. made by the Miniſter | 
n and Elderſhip of the | 
16 Congregationof the perſons firteſt,, Þ 
aud beſt qualified for the imploy= 
'} mejat. | 
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30) 
ment, and that the names of the pg 
ſons nominated by them, be od 
lickly intimated to the Congregaid 
on, and they deſired, in caſe of thgnc 
not being ſatisfied, as having exceync 
tion, or knowing ot hers better quht t 
lified, to repreſent the ſame to the 
Miniſter and Elderſhip. If there hf 
no Elderſhip in the Congregationþ 
nomination may be made either I 
the Presbytery, or by the moſt judh 
cious and godly Members of thi 
Congregation ; particularly Maſteph 
of Families, together with the My 
niſter, or one or more Miniſters 
the Presbytery, 1n caſe of the Com 
gregations want of a Minifter.  h 

The trial is to be by thh 
3+ Book of diſ- Miniſter and Elderſhyp 
vipline 8 bead of the Congregation, © 
in caſe of the want of theſe, by th 


Presbytery : And they areto be try 
Ec 


RL. 
& both in regard of their converia- 
Hon, that 1t be blameleſs and holy, 
and alſoin regard of their knowledge 
nd experience 1n the things of God, 
end of the Afﬀairs of his Houſ”, and 
uhf their zbility and prudence for Go- 
theroment ; It is true that the trial 
bf Elders in their knowledge and 
gifts r-quired for their Charge, hath 
yot been much in uſe in this Church; 
id being taken for granted, that con- 
Kience would be made of making 
tethoiſe of ſuch as had knowledge,and 
Myeere able and fit, or that if any ig+ 
$ Qorant,or not able and titted, were 
Clominat,that ſome of the Congrega- 
hon upon the iritimation of their 
thhames, would except againſt them ; 
bput by this means it hath come to 
paſs,that many ignorant and unqua. 
thkhed men have been admitted E]- 
rWers in many Congregations, to the 
ec great 


TI (39) 

1 great detriment of Religion, and'ty; 
7 {mall reproach of our Church: The 
- Apoſtle 1 T#, 3. 10. ſpeaking || 
Deacons, which is the lowelt rate 
of the Officers of the Church, the 
quires that theſe alſo firſt be projie 


ed, then let them uſe the Office 
a Deacon, being. found blamelekr 
And the ſame reaſons and grouryr 
that plead for the tryal of a: Mine 
ſter, pleads alſo for the tryal of ſy 
ders, in away ſuitable to the que 
lifications required in them, e) 

Their Admiſlig 
See the manner of- 1s to be by the he 


ping "ang F niſter of the Cop 
Elders, prefixed to B*© wy = 0: 
the old Pſalm Book; IPPOIMed Dy t 


Presbytery, 1Nt 
preſence of the whole Cougregi 


| on,with the Preaching of the Wor 
N concerning their duty , and wh; 
ke Pray 
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(39.9. | 
'hayer and Humiliation,concerning 
Ti ſpirit oftheir Calling ro be pour- 
{| out upon them, and that the 
atleaſure of theLord may proſper in 
Weir hands: At which time they are 
oemnly to engage themſelves be- 
e ire the Lord, to be faithtul, and diii« 
ent, and watchful over the flack. 
hmmitted to their chargegand in all- 
Ie duties of that holy and honour- 
f le imploy ments and the People 
]we alſo to engage themſelves to 0+ 

ey them, and to ſubmit themſelves. 
1g them in the Lord, and to honour 
Mem,and bighly to eſteem themin 
-(e for their works ſake. 

QO- 


CHAP. IV. 
oh Of the Duties of a Ruling Elder, 
FH: Durics of a Ruling Elder 


be of two ſorts, ſome that are. 
Bote 


(40) 
1 pzrſonal, and relate to his converſſa 
tion as a Chriittan , others that aF* 
Oflicial, and relate to hisR uling, Þ\ 

an Office-bearer in the Houſe 7 

God, oy 

= His perſon! 

x. Book of Diſcipline, qualification 

8. head. or tie dutP 

2.Book of Diſcipline, of his cd! 

chap. 6. verſation, #! 

the ſame wif 

theſe which the Apoſtle requires p! 

the converſation of a Miniſter, 1 7 

3. 2, 344, 5,6,7. and 6.11, Tit, xl 

7.0, [3 which Ser 

The manner of E- tures under ti 

IeGing Miniſters name of «1cy0af 

and Elders, or an Overſeer, 

Jun. Ecclel, lib, comprehends # 
2, Ch, 2, Ch. 3+ theſe Officers wF 
Havethe Overſigl 

and Charge of Souls, and {cts dof 
wh, 
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(41) 
erfjat manner of perſons he would 
: aye them to be in regard of their 
2, pverſation and carriage : I ſhall 
e jk of theſe things with Applicati» 

to the Ruling Elder. That the 
or ir 2Elder ought to beof a blame. 
of 4nd Chriſtian Converſation, is 
atPve queſtion, but that 1t may be 
core diſtinaly known what the 
,1y Ghoſt requires of ſuch in re« 
wiftd of their converſation « [ ſhall 
2; pm theſe Scriptures (how , Firſt, 
7;pat the Apoſtle would have them 
x.Jt to be. Secondly, what he would 


Wren woes lug wan ood ot oe cod __—_—_—— — — OTT.IO. 1 ETY ; P—- y_ HG 44 4 Sd 4s 4 py TE NC ner ng—_ 
” wo = », -- EI . : - s | 


— 
On ———— 


. A a _ n hes > g_m———_ © A = P - 
_— __— I ro Eo Ph, ot * —-—— [Eon Gr - _ s n—_— — cn; 5 
<< Eo - os: AS oo—_ — D—_ lt - attend V _— A. þ X RIS - » F by - < T2323 _ o ”» 
c- ob = - —_ —-<i >." <<=__xx= ©>aS : : - SO —-* A 
- "y - . 4 a 7 "% % + «. w - 
by . P - - — 
T. = * S pow. % —_ 


— - <-> J=——_—_— —— 
. _ 


eg IO nn 
o 4 2 - _ 6 ci 
” 4 ” uw ——- . . « h . 0 _ » do ol: 
” NE ohne <DoS ooImmIg oo oe ot AE een nnd ere ron menwarete HOW IE Ces 6 i Ge 


TUO EL rn ren De —— <> > Ine ——__ 

lt th. A. td te tet. tho. Bt Mt 

”— gr) wa - ave 
—_ - -— _——— — 


2 = o be þ R977 ky "+ 
eP 5 ' 
, 4" LS ” % 
"Ag 


ve them to be. The things of the | 


oſt fort are theſes 1. A Ruling El- 
a8 mult not be given to Wine,they F 
juſt not be lovers nor followers of {|} 

Tong drink, nor debord in riot and | 
wRcets, nor tippic away time 1n Ale- 
laPuſcs and Taveris, 2, He wuſt-not 
of 2 ſtriker nor a brawler, nor given 
V ID. ro 
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to quarrelling and contentions. ;þ 
He muſt not be covetous, nor gredgt 
of filthy lucre 3 for, the love rf mugye 
2s the root of all evil, which while ſqye 
covet after, they erre from the faith, ti 
Pierce themſelves through with mi 
ſorrows, 4. He muft not be a novie{ 
or one newly come to the faith, hae 
he bepuffed np with pride,and fall ing 
the condemmation of the Devil, the if 
rits of Novices are not yet well bij 
laſted, nor brought low enough by 
frequent exerciſes of the Croſs, ain 
ſo come tobe more eaſily puffed uo 
therefore there is need that he bet 
exerciſed Souldier of Jeſus Chril 
and one who by Experience is taugh 
to know the wiles of the Devil, am 
1s able to endure hardneſs, 5, I 
muſt not be feif-willed, adherin} 
pertinacioully, and without reaſe 
to his own judgment, and refulin 

(l 


(43) 


s. /hearken to the judgment of his 
Tebethren, though ſound a4 whole- 
Mine. 6. He muſt not be ſoon angry, 
* ſhether upon real or conceived 
?, faies of provocation. 

#4The things of the ſecond ſort be 
Tleſe, 1, He muſt be blameleſs. h.e, 
6 lne who walks without offence to- 
' #grds God and men, 2, If marri- 
if, he muſt be the husband of one 
biife; ſuch a one who ſhuns all un- 
1 bwtul luſts, ſatisfying bimſelf with, 
and keeping himſelf within the 
=—_ of the Remedy provided of 
0d, 3, Hemuſtbe vigilant, watch- 
ri]! uw his own ſoul, that no temp- 
gation prevail upon him, watchful 
Mmnco every good duty, and totake 
hold of every opportunity of wel- 
nloing . 4, He mult be fober, & tems. 
erat, of aſound and humble minde, 
nnoderating his own appetite and af 
tl te&ions, 
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effable and courteous carriage, 'Y 


( 44) 
fetions, and ſatisfying himſelf wy, 


a moderat uſe of the Creatures, Þ 
of the things of this world, 5. he. 


muſt be of a good behaviour or n 
deft, of a grave and ſtaitd, yet of 


& 


ther light and yain, to the looſing: 
his Authority, and rendring himf 
contemptible, nor ſullen, and 
pleaſing,to the diſcouraging and { 

ing away of the flock, by his needÞ 
diſtance 8 auſterity. 6,Given to hg 
pitality,ready to receive ſtrangers}, 
his Houſe, «ſpecially the poor, aly 
thoſe who are of the houſhold 6 
Faith, 7, Aptio teach, h. e. A man 
Knowledge, and able to inſtruct 6 
tners, one who hath a ready ay 
willing minde to teach others, whid 


is not lo meant, as if it were requiſk 


for the Kuling Elder to be endue 
with the Gifts of Exhortation and i 
ſtru&io! 


. 45 9 
kl INT 6. to thePaſtorand 
 Pacher, or that he may and ought 
 Fimploy himſeli therein, but of 
At fitneſs and ability to Teach that 
 *ompetent to his Calling, which 
* muſt be ready and willing to ex- 
biſe ſo far as belongs thereto, 8, 
f derates In the firſt Language, 
$15, Rendered patient, 1 Tim. 3. 
t rigorous nor exaing the hight 
'k he Law 1n his dealiag, but in his 
'"*n particular of a condeſcending 
"ture, and remitting ſumething of 
K& juſtice. 9. Patient, one who 
ITthout wearyinzg waits on his duty 
Kwithſtandiny of difficulties, and 


q 


T0 


fth bear the delayes, untrac- 
UYleneſs, and injuries of others, 10. 
; NE who rules well his own houſe, 
F Wing his Children in ſubje@ion 
th all gravity, to which the A- 
' SbRle adds this reaſon, if 4 war: 


(0) know 
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( 46 ) 


ka;w not how to rule his own tic 
how ſhall he take a care of the Cog 
of God, 1 Tim. 3,5. The Chi < 
of God 1s @ larger extent thayf 
Family, and the duties to bent! 
formedin it, be of greater emit! 
and difficulty, and require 8 
Skill, wiſdom, and courage, |© 
theſe that are to be performed Þ bi 
Family, The ruling well of hi. 
houſe, doth import not only 
ty for doing of it, but alſo thP* 
make conſcience of, and a&F# 
perform theſe duties that are ref 
ed for the right and well wy 
of a Chrittian Family, t 
and inſtruct his Children, and 
vants in the knowledge of Goff 
take care of their ſancifying* 
Lord's day, of their profiting* 
Gadlineſs, of their ſeeking of &* 
and ol thcir ordering their cof? 


{ 
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; tion aright, to read the Scriptures, 
Chg Pſalms, pray in the Family, and 
2». exhort, admoniſh, rebuke and 
aDfort 2ll that are of his houſhold, 
«their condition doth requires for 
intbeſe duties Iy upon all Maſtersof 
 gmilies who profeſs the Goſpel, 
1en in a ſpecial way upon Elders 
4 ho are appointed to ſtir up, and 
ie before others in the performance 
zgereof, 11. A lover of good men, 
hoe whoſe foul cleaves to thoſe who 
qr God, having ſuch in eftimati- 
-eft above all others, cheriſhing them, 
dad converſing ordinarily and fa- 
, Wiarly with them. 12. He muſt be 
daft, one who is ſtraight and up- 
oft 1n all bis dealings among men, 
ng<<eiving no man, defrauding no 
;naa0, withhol ling nothing from any 
fan that is due to him, but giving 
of every man his OWn, 1 3. Holr, 
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careful to expreſs rhe life of RY 
on, and power of Godlineſs i 
his converſation. 14, He mul 

one who holds faſt the faithful Vi 
that he bath been taught oneh 
is ſtable in the Faith, holdingf 

the truth of God, without wi; 


-E 


$__—_— 
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_ Ing orturning alide to error. 
by, he muſt be one who hath 


report of theſe who are withf 
leſt he fall into reproach and iy 
of the devil, þ,e. he muſt be | 
a one, whoſe blameleſs converſat, 


and ſober and Chriſtian walk 


doth extort a teſtimony even i 
theſe who know not God, and 
doth by well-doing put ro fil 
the ignorance of fooliſh men, | 
ifany ſpeak evil of him as ofan & 
doer, they may be aſhamed ) 
ſpeak falſly againſt his good con 
ſation in Chriſt. The Apoſtle 9 


F 6 * 
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hends all th-te tummarly in two 


Peences. [_ 1 Tim. 4. 12. be thou 
g example of thebelievers in word, 
"Feovverſation, 1 charity, n ſpi- 
*Þ in faith, in purity, 1 17m. 6. 
M Bur thou O man of God, flee 
© Te things, and follow after riphte- 

Bnels, >dlineſs, faith, love, pati- 
| Ce, covienets, 


Y CHAP. V. 
-#Of the duties of thelr Calling 
& mhich are more om 


le duties of 


4 their Cal» 
Book iſcip, ling are theſe that 
þ c/p, belong to their 
watching over, 

Wd rulin2 of tne flock , and 
dey be of two forts; {ome that 
dey are to pertorm by themſelves 
bs C alone 
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more publick. The Juties of th 


 feru## one another, Foh, 4. 29, At 
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alone, and ſo ay 

Aſer, of the Go- he called More i 
vernment of the ,,,to Inticss oth. 
Church of SCot- thar they are jc 
land. T, part. ch, perform joing. 
2, 1 path. P. 15, with thereſt oft; 


h O ver-ſeers of t 
Jan, Eeclef, [1b, 25 Houſe of Ge 


6ap. 3: P+ 107% 2nd may be call 


Calling, that be more private, $, 
all theſe thar private Chriſtians & 
bound to pertorm each of them, 
co another by the Law of chay, 
and love, and theſe are, firſt; to q 


( 
WW. 
A 


18,26, Secondly, to exhort and þ 
up one another, to proveke unto ln, 
and good works, Heb, 10. 24, % 
Thirdly, to adm0niſh and rebukeiy 
another, Levit, 19, 17, Firſt, pp 
vately,and if they will not hearks 


P: ($1) 
$ beforeW itneſſes, 8 if yet they 
' not hearken, then to tell che 
"wrch, and if they will not hear 
; »Ghurch,then to tell the Churchs 
MF: chey will not hear the Church, 
'Mlet them be untous asHeathens 
JPublicans, Math.18, 15, 16, 17, 
”Hrchly, to comfort the affiited, 
| co ſupport the weak, 1 Theſſ. 5, 
tl Fifthly, to reftore thoſe who 
> Fallen, Gal, 6. t. Sixthlyz To 
* Hncile theſe who are at variance, 
hs. «0. every. Toto 
another, Fode 20. Eighthly, To 
Fir the fick, and thoſe who arein 
nds and diſtreſs, Math, 25, 26, 
| theſe duties Eldets are to pet- . 
Im to the ſeveral Members of the 
*ongregation , by vertue of their 
*Mling, The Scriptures do expreſly 
ention ſome of them, as incume 
nc unto them, co wit, admoniſh- 
C 2 ing 


— ® i, 

ing theſe over whom God hath Þ 
them, 1Thell. 5, 12. viſiting: « 
praying over the ſick, Fam. 5, EVI 
feeding the flock by Inſtruction;ſyſe 
hotration, Rebuke and Comftoll 
\uch a way as is competent :0 tx 
ſtation, AF 20, 28, The reſtÞd! 
may warrantably gather by analFir 
and proportion from thele ; [ 
vat + hiiſtians be obliged therſt 
much more are Chriſtian Elders ,y 
have the charge of Souls, in a IF; 
cial way obliged thereto. Tikni 
things ate well expieſled in the fiffie 
Chap. of the ſedſt 

2 Book of Dif. Book of Diſcipifh 
cip. 6, ch, | As the Paſtors| 
Doors ( [ay thim 

ſhould be diligent in teaching |tic 
ſawing the {<ed of the Word; (ola 


F 
ih 
M4 
y 
J 
! 
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q Elders ſhould be careiul in ſeekito 
Fr # the fruit of the ſame ol the Þ 
Eel 


CIS 7 
[t appe:t3:ns to them to aſhſt 


Þ Paſtor, in - Xamination of them 
: come to the Lords Table. Items 
-viſir ne the fick, they ſhould 
ble the Ags of the Aſſemblies af- 
] particular as general, to be put 
Execution carefully : they ſhould 
Eailigent to admoniſh all men of 
bit duty, according to the rule of 
e Evangel ; things that they can- 
corre& by. privat admonition, 
ty ſhould bring to the Elderſhip, 

[ From what hath been faid con- 
Rning theſe duties of Ruling 
gers. theſe three things follow : , 
<t, rhat they ought to be men of 
Eh ability, asare in ſome meaſure 
SF to inſtruft, exhort acmonith, 
hu ke, comfort, pray, and do theſe 
tics now mentioned. Secondly, 
phac it is need{ul tor chem, not on- 
ito have ſome meaſure of abliity 
P' (2 3 {or 


© ; 
(. | 
E 


4 | 
for theſe things, but alſo to [ 


ſome meaſure of dexterity, wilt 
experience, tenderneſs in follok 
the ſame, Thirdly, That the 
wel] acquainted with the condi 
of the Congregation; and the [7 
ers thereof, and therefore be. & 
ful to obſerve their cartiave,h 
frequently to viſit and take inſph 
on of Families, that they. may 
truct the ignorant, exhorrt they þ 
oligent, admoniſh the ſ(loathtul,yy 
rebuke thoſe who walk diſordh b-4 
comfort the afflited, eſtabliſh tp/ 
who waver, viſit he lick, end 
ace theſe who do well, and ſee 
and oodlineſs promotedin Famh 
and every one edifying anothglc 
love, walking in the fear offe 


Lord. and comfort of the þ 
Ghoſt, p! 
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CHAP, VI 


Y theſe duties which ave more pub» 
d lick, and which they are to perform 
| Joynth with others, 


} * 
6 5 


He duties of 
Y, þ Book of diſc, Elders which 
, head. are more publick, 
| Book 6, ch, and which they are 
h office and to perform joyntly 
| uties of Elders with others, are 
Mrefxed to the theſe which y y uUp= 
q ih on them in the Af 
F ſemblies or Courts 
; bt the Church, which are made up 
f Preaching Elders, Teaching El- 
gers, and Ruling Elders : Theſe AC- 
{{emblies are in our Church of four 
forts; either they are of the Elders 
p! particular Con: 2regations, which 
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which the Aſſemblies of the Churg 


56 ) 1 
IS the Ehnrch Seſſion, or of the ] L 
ders of moe Congregations than ; 
lying near together, which is & 
Presbyterie, or of the Elders of my 
Presbyteries then one; which is. 
Provincial Synod, or of the Eldg, 
Commiſſioners from all the Prevlf | 
teries in the Land, which is the G 
neral or National Aſſembly: 
theſe we may adde a fiith fort, 
wit, that which is made upot Zlde 
from all or diverſe Nations protefli 
the Faich ot Jeſus Chriſt. 


Whilſt we ſpeak of Elders tf 


are made up, we mean all ſorts ( 
Elders: Miniſters, Doors, ag. 
Ruling Zlders, Its t:ue, hatin thy 
E-neregations of our Chu, bt} 
cauſe of the want of maintenanck,. 
there be few, or no Dodors, & 


Teaching Zlder diftia& irom Pk 
ſor. 


F377 
I's or Miniſters, who perform the 
Fries both of the Preaching Elder, 
Id of the Teaching Elder, only in 
& Schools of Divinity are ſuch. 
Jy g 1n all Aﬀemblies 
"6,0 of Diſ- of the Church, Rul- 
p Minech, 6, ing Elders being ther- 
Þ chap, 7, torightly called, have 
F power to fit, write, 
Ibate, vote, and conclude in all 
Sitters chat are handled therein, 
7s 15, 2, and 6, 22, 23, 

| The things which be 


| Book of D3j- handled in the Af- 


ple ch, 7. ſemblies oftheChurch, 


: 
© 
E 6 


diſcipline, or that which conceriu- 
th the ſending of Church-officers, 
According to which they have a 
fourfold power + xs, That which 1» 
— Dogmatich, , whereby they 
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oe either matters of 
ith, matters of Order, maticrs of 
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Judge of Truth an Error, , og 
of Doctrine, according to the 


of God only. 2, That which 1511 
lee DiataFick,by which they diſchiſc 
and judge of the circumitancethe 
race things that belong to the whe 
fhip of God, as Times, Places, Hre 
ſons, and all ſuch particulars info 
cleftaſtick- Afﬀairs as are not detÞc 
mined 1n the Word, accordingpn 
the general Rules thereof, concere? 
30g order and decency, avoiding 
ſcanda], doing all to the gloryio 
God , and to the edifying of tic 
Church, 3. That which1s Cr7tcky 
CLorreFive., by which Cenſurgs #\ 
exerciſed upon the ſcandalous at 
_ Ovſtinate, and ſuch as are penitc 
again admitted to the Ordinance 

Fellowſhip & Society of theChurd, 
4, That which is called Exouſ#aſtid 
by.vertue of which they ſend, ar 
thorit 


(59) 


orizeand give power to Churches || 
/Vafficers to ſerve in the houſe of God. 


ſe all theſe powers, but to hae 
hemſelves within their due bounds, 

e Inferior leaving theſe things that: 
Fire of more common concernment 


Powers, Ruling Elders have a ſhare, 
and do Put forth the ſame in exer- 
xKxiſe, according to the meaſure that 
ngbelongs. to the Aſſembly where=- 
7 of they are Members , fs bn 
t46. 22, 23- Howbeit the execution 
kyof ſome decrees of the Church-aſſem- *| 
# blies:ſuch as the Impoſition of hands, . | 
ab the pronouncing the Sentence of ex- | 
&« communication, the receiving of Pe- 
& nitents , the [ntimation of the De- 
d, poſition of Miniſters,and ſuch like, . . 
do belong to Miniſters alone, - u 
a Theſe. being the. Duties and l 
W.- _ Powers: Y 


| it A 
*4iF 
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[i 60 I : F 
Powers of Ruling &lders in the n 
ſemblies of the Church, its requil 
that they be indued with ſuch ab: th 


ties and qualifications as are needf}i þ] 
for the exerciſing thereof;but becauk9 
all Ruling Elders are not alwayÞk 
called to fit in all theſe Afſemblieſfo; 


But one from every Scſfton {ufficethan 


to the Presbytery and Provincifha 
Synods, and a few from every Preſf, 
bytery, and from greater C ongttd: 
gations, or Burghs therein to thi” 
General Aflembly, as alſo a few frowar 
the whole Church throughout cc 
Land, to a more univerſal Afﬀemny 
bly z Therefore, though 1t 1s to bye 
wiſhed and endeavoured, that all 
Elders may bave due: qualificationſh 
for all theſe things, and though ſpeP! 


Elal care 15s tO be taken every wherteh 
to chooſe the moſt qualified, yet ink: 


particular Congregations men maylu 
be 


wor” "a 


| (4) 
| be choſen Elders, whohave not fuch 'Þ 
a meaſure of all theſe qualifications 3 
{they bing otherwiſe men of a || 
| blameleſs and Chriſtian Converfati» || 
Lon, and having ſuch a meaſure of | 
Hknowl:dge, and prudence, as is fit 
tor Governing that Congregation, 
gand juciging of the things that are 
handled in the Seffion thereof, which 
#for the moſt part are matters of ſcan- 
da], and trying and admitting of 
Zeritents; butifthere be any who 
mare not of a blameleſs and Chriſtian 
converſation, and have not fome 
mmeaſure oftheſe qualificationsrequi- 
ged by the Word of Gud ina Ruling 
Wider, no Congregation ought to 
aehooſe any ſuch, nor any Seſſion or 
ePresbytery to admit them to the 
reparge, for It 1s not ſeemly that the 
inerv-nrs of corruption ſhould have 
yuthority to judge in the Kirk of 
"E God, 
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( 62 ) s 
God, and if any ſuch have been ads 


mitted,they are to endeavour the re# 
moyal of them, as they would no 
partake of their ſin, and be found 
guilty before the Lord of the bloag - 
of fouls, which cannot but fuffe 
prejudice through negligence <: 
11] guiding of ſuch men, : 


CHAP. VII. 


Bs 

A 

- 
[5 


F 
Of the Duty of Elders in cenſurin | 
| ſcandals and ſcandalons perſons,an | 
recetving of penitents, ; 
"YJEcauſe the Government at? / 

_ Duty of Blders in Congregt y, 
tions, lyes for moſt part 1n cenſurit t} 
ſcandals and ſcandalous perſons, av. », 
trying and admitting of penitent 4; 
Therefore itis fit tro ſpeak ſomewhk nc 
of their right way of following th# h: 


Daty 1a thele things. ; wi 
| ſc if, 


= 6g A | 

 _ 2. For thePerſons |} I 

1; Book of Diſcip, about whom their | 

concerning Perſons cenſures are to be | 

: ſubjeC 10 diſcipline exerciſed, itis all | 
| - 2. Book of Diſcip, the Members of || 
| ch, t,and 7. the Congregation | 
4 indiffterently and 
| impartially, . without reſpe& of per. '% 
' ſons, the rich as well as the poor, | 
the high as well as the low, their 8 
k friends, Kinſmen, alliance, neigh- oY 

. bours and acquaintance, as well as | 
| Others, Fa. 2, ſharply reproves theſe 
' who have the faith of our Lord Je- 
a ſas Christ the Lord of glory with reſpet? 

of of perſons, by preferring the rich to 
6 the poorz and Solomon ſays, that di- 
a. vers weights, aud divers meaſures are 
nb ar abomination to the Lord, muſt it 
pk not then be worthy of rebuke to 
bs have the cenſures of our Lord Jeſus 


: With reſpe& of perſons,and to Feigh 


fi 
- 
as 
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| the rich and the por, the nigh ang 


fixed to the via Pf. Joke-tot! Ows 10 
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the Jow in divers ballaric.s, by ta- | 
king notice of the one, and ruling 
by the other. 2. {t 15s 1ncumbent to! 
them to exercile their powers not 
only over the peopie of ine Congre-} 
garion, but alſo} 
I, Book of Dlſtip, over thete oftheir| 
8. head. OW:3 CHO as * 
T he weekly Ae er, all Cariitians, (oi 
of Miniſiers, elders ſor Rev 10 a G P<Ci: b 


end Deacons pre- al Way who areſ 
- SOC 


the work of the ' 

Lord, ought to confider and admo- *" 
nin one another, ang it an Y of them, * 
be fi, : ag mt 
e found negilgerit, or intfu cient, 
or do in any thing miſcarry, to wy 
17 

off-nce of the Golnel, and blaming ; 
of the elderthip, he isto be cenſured? 


0! 
by the Miniſter, or Miniſters, and 


be 3) 


the reſt of the Elders, as the degre'® 
: 


: ( E5 F | 
| of is offence cot) require, the A* | 
 poſtle Pant, AGs 20, 26, gives 
| | Chae 10 all Elders to take heed to 
| them (elves, as well as to the flock 
- over which the Holy Ghoft hath 
| made them Over-ſeers, 3.As all ſorts 
| of ſcandalous perſons, whether in 
; the Congregation,or zmongſt them- 
ſelves: ſo all ſorts of ſcandals and 
: offences are tobe raken notice G©t by 
thems The &poſtle 2 The/. 2. 6. 
commands that we withdraw from e- 
(2275 Dr OM r1bat walke! b diſcrderl; Arid 
AMO; rf [i atfors aus Y walks I'S, Wb 47% 12D 
cr, ti. reckon idle perſon 4, whnodo 
nor work \ af all, butare : S108 110 [0 . IQ wy 
Intimating to Vs, that even Fe 
ty 
S .[cangals and dilc: rders, which arc by 
1 many little taken noncent, & inokt 
4U; "07 25150 faults ,oug: t to b- riken 
E Bas 
Botioe nf þ 7 the Erol h3t al Ner 
nd 6 
ePSVErS MAy Walk honeſilr, and as 
it 
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it becomes the Goſpel! of Feſlus hrift 
The Acts of our Church doth ap 
point, that whatſoever it be thi 
might ſpot that Chriftian Congregi 
tion, ought not to eſcape either ad 
monition or cenſ{ures: So 1n the oh 
der of Eccleſtaſcick Diſcipline, 1567, 
Two great neglects there be that by 


ignorance or cuſtom have crept 1n! 
mong Elders in many Congregations 
I, That they do not take notice 0 
the omiſſion of Duties, as well asc 


[ 
C 
( 
c 
4 
| 


the commiſſion of faults ; as for in 


ſtance, If there be any member of A 
Congregation who lives 1dlely, a 
wats not upon his Calling, ey 
not given to Prayer,who 13not chi 
ritable to the poor, who waits nd 
upon the publick Ordinances 3 | 
there beany Maſterof a Family wh 
prays not in his Family , who dot 
ot bring up his Children in the nu! 


tur: 
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ture and admonition of the Lord ; 


or 2. Thar-they do not take notice | 
. of the commiſhon of faults, and ſcan- 

| dals of all ſorts 0 but of ſome few J- 
. only ; ſuchasfornication, adultery, Þþ 
. "and profaning of the Lords Day, 
and {uffering many others, {ach as b 
tipling , drunkenneſs, filthy com» | 


munication, lying, curfing , ſwear- W 


1ng, oppreſſion, reproaching of Pie- | 

ty, and Godlineſs, 
1. Book of Diſcip. &c, to paſs with- 
. Chap. 7, ſe, 6, out obſervation. WY 


4, Elders are to 


take need, that they bring in no ci- | 
vi: queſttons and Debates before the | 


Aſlemblies of the Church, and that 
they do not uſe nor inflict any civil 
mulct, or puniſhment,upon perſons 


convict of ſcandal, . theſe being pro. .| 
The |} 
Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, and the || 

_ Cen- | 


per to the Civil Magliſtrat z 


- 6 
z* PL, | 
$* | 
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"ION thereot being Fpiritual, aa ; 
not of this world, John 18, 36. 
5. In the raking| t 
TheOrder of Eccle- notice ofoffences, | 
fraftick Diſcipline, they are to obs] c 
apporried bythe Aſ- ſerve tis Order ? kv 
ſemi. 'y 1557. And If the Offence} 
in ihe Order : f Ex- be privat , and} 
COMmMMuNIC alt0n , known to bue al 2 
commarided to be tew , then are| li 
Printed by the Aj- they in the firſt! 
ſembly1571. place to admo-| I 
niſh the offender; 'y 
privatly, and if he hearkcn to the! b 
admonition and amend it.needsgO no! c 
further,nor be dilated to tneChurchz} 
If he do not hearken nor amend ,| | 
then is the Elder to take with him; t 
ſome of his Brethren, and to admo-. 
mth the offender betore witneſſes, t 
i and if he hearken, the Church needs y 


{ Not be acquainted therewith, but if. þ 
it - he | 


- 
_—_ — p_ 
% 

i bu 


a 


3 ol © lb te od we 


' he deffiſe this ſzcond admonitton, | 
then is te to be dilated by the EL. I 
dr tv the Church,that he may be | | 
called before the Seflicn, and con- 
| victed and cenſured by them yg This | F 
1s the Order commanded and preſcri- B 


| bed. by Jeſus 
| 


"I on: 


> Td bs 
- 


_—— BE 


| 2. Book of Diſcip: Chriſt, Mat, 18 
| lize, Ch. 6. fſeQ.12. 15,16,17. If the 


i! offence be Pub- 
+} lick and open, then is the cffender 


\ 


r; without ſuch previous admonition to 
2 be dilated to the Seſſion, that ac- 
d: cording to the Apoſtles Kule, 1 Tim, 
5 5. 20. They that ſin ( meaning open- 
| ly) m5 be rebuked before all, that 0- 
n| thers may fear. 

-. 6, In th&ſe dilations, they are to 
s take heed that they do not, upon e- 
s Very rumor or jealouhie, or {uſpition, 
f bring men to be queſtioned Publick- 
e ly, as ſcandalous walkers, but firſt } 
tO .;þ 


(70) 
to be careſull to make diligent andPel 
prudent enquiry abgut the truth of tha 
the matter, and to ſee it it can beſ"c 
. proven by Witnefles, or that theſ'* 
{canda]] thereof be common and fla4P! 
grant , or attended with pregnan ha 
Iikxely-hoods, and prefumptions offii® 
truth, before they bring it in publickÞ* 
that ſo it may appear to the Congreſ. 
gation, and to the party themſelves] y 
« that they are not queſtioned andchalF: : 
 Tenged without cauſe, _ 

7. In the matter of dilation and}ul 
cenſure,they are in the fear of God 
and in the fimplicity and ſincerity af { 
of their hearts, to take heed that feaf®? 


or ;avour, or ſoliſtations, or threath, 
14) ry PPE 7 OR . 1 E 
nings, or g'{ts,or bribes, make tne . 


not pale by, or wink at the fault o 
any, and that paſiton, or malice, of 
_ privat quarrels, and particulars make 
them not to dilate, or rip ups & 


cenſur 


enſure the ahtarilge of any, and 
hat they carry with all tenderneſle 
nd compaſhon, and moderation, ro- 
yards the offender, that they may 
Iprove themſelves to his con{cience 3 - 
Jat nothing puts them one to dilate 
$im, and proceed againſt him, but 
| he conſcience of duty, and a deſire 
) gain his ſoul, and to purge the 
Church of ſcandals, Gal. 6.1, 2 Cor. 
| 2. Irs a high provocation before 
fie Lord, for a Chutch-Officer to a« 
Fl uſe the power given him of God, 
; pr edifying his Body the Church, un- 
P the ſatisfying his own paſlions and 
,forrupt affeRions, 
| 8, They are to take heed, that 
hey do not uſe the Cenſures of the 
hurch as a bodily pnniſhaent or 
Fcpance to ſatifie for fin, but a ſpirt- 
bal mcdicine,for humbling and gain- 
dg of the ſoul : ; all Church cenſures, 


_ even 
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even Excommunication it ſelf, whigs 
is the moſt terrible and deſtroyingf® 
like cenſure, being ordained of Gg FL 
for this end, 1 Cor. 5, The Apoſt K 
commands to deliver the inces7 uo} 
perſon to \atan, not that he may fat 7 
fie for his tio, but that the ſpirit md 
be ſaved in the day of the Lord Fell 
Chriſt, The word Satisfaction ma 
admit of a tolerable conftruftion fl. 
Church-cenſures, in order to the p 
moving of the (candal before mel 
but this being ſo much abuſed 1n tif 
Popiſh Church , and the hearts 
men, being (0 prone to true Golp oy 
repentance, to a meer legal penanc 4 
and to conceive, that by meer OF, , 
ward ſubmiſſion and obedience | « 
rhe oomſures of :he Church, that th l : 
ovilt of their (111 is done away beto 
Gog, Therctore Elders would cal 


tally flaw every thing that may ol 


occalif 


' 


(tt 


4 
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«caſjon to the foſtering this pertii- 
ans: opinion, and take pains to inz- 
tu& offenders in the true nature 


id ends of the-cenfures of the Kirk: 


9. Apgreatpart of 
be form & order Elders work, is, to 


E « pablick repent- travel and take 


e perfixed to pains with ſcanda- 


we old Pf; lous perſons who 


are now convig, to 


ing them toTepentance, by ſcaſon+ 


lle- and frequent conference , in- 


J 


rucing, exhorting and admoniths 


Þg them, untill they they perceive 
Þme meaſure of true and earneſt hu- 


Piliation wrought in them for their 


| Þ*, and them fitted to evidence and 


clare the ſame in-publick before 


\Þ© Congregation, that fo the {can- 


al may be removed. 


| 10. They are not to defire or ap- 
Pintany to-profeile repentance be- 


D fore 


. Wd Z 
# F $ 
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fore - the Congregation , untill thy 
ſignes of repentance appear in they 
The Inceſtuous Corinthian ſorrowe c 
exceedingly before the Apoſtle di. 
any thing conceraing the recetvin F 
of him 3 And the Diſcipline of ou... 
, Church appoints Miniſters and Eg. 
ders ſharply to examine. theſe whi 
offer themſelves to repentance, wha 
fear and terrour they have of Godf 
judgements, what hatred of (in, ang 
, ſorrow for the ſame, and what ſen{ ® 
and feeling they have of God 
mercies? In which if they be ignof 
rant, they ought diligently to be i 
, ſtructed far it 1s (fay they) but 
* mocking to put ſuch to ublick ref 
pentance, who neither underſtang y, 


ay 


* 
Or 


_ © what (1 1s, what repentance is, wh, 


* grace is, nor by whom Gods merci 
© and favors are purchaſed? And thi. 
after he is inſtructed | in theſe thing, 


i's; 
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nd brought to have ſome taſte of 
ods judgements, eſpecially of his 
nercies 1n Jeſus Chriſt , he may be 
reſented before the publick Church; 
Theſe things are ſet down in the form 
Snd order of Publick Repentance, 
Sppointed by the Aſſembly 1557. 
3. Laſtly, when the figns and evi» 
Fences of true and unfeigned Re- 
pentance do appear in theſe who 
Wave offended, Elders would ſhew 
Fh-mſclves ready and willing to re- 
Feive them with all tendernefle and 
Tompaſſion, and to forgive and com- 
Fort them, and confirm their love to- 
Frards them, 2, Cor. 2. 7, $. 
The number of 
$ 04k of 4i/:3p, Elders in every Con- 
Pb. 6. Se. 4 gregation cannot be 


iq weli limited or de- 


a Jerwined, bu! it is to be more or 
onels, according to the quantity of 
LU 2 the 
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C263 - of 
the FOR F and neceffiryt * 
and condition of the people, and 
men'qualified and fit for the Chargſ, 
can be found, It 'hath beetian v1 
vil cuſtom in ſome Congregation, 
that rather than they would watff,. 
any ot their wonted number , thief}, 
would chooſe unqualified men, anf 


that in ſeveral Congregations'; thy 4. 
office of Elder hath been given, , 
thofe of the richer and higher for 


| x 
o 
£ 


as due to ſuch (though haply off... 
experience in- the things of Jeſg,.. 
Chrift,and in many things of an ui... 
tender and blame-worthy converlf,. 
tion ) becauſe of their condition I, 
the wortd, or conceiving that th q no 
ſecular power and credit wasthebfſ;, 
means to promote the :Kingdom'd,.. 
Jeſus Chriſt, and men qualified wit 
knowledge and experience in ti 
things pertaiging to fouls, as 


; (77 ) 

{Chriſtian and godly carriage have 
cen paſſed by, becauſe of a mean 
Bcondition in the World. Better it 
$5 that the number be few, before we 
Tchooſe the ignorant and ſcandalous; 
Sand that they be of a low depree, if 
Scodly, than of a high degree, if os 
Ftacrwiſes 


/ © ThatFlders may 
T7: of the Af. the more convent» 
$1646, ently diſcharge their 


z duty; It is conveni- 
ent that the Congregation be divide 
Fed into ſo many parts, and that ſome. 
ycompetent part be aſsigned to the 
Dore peculiar care and infpecion 
{of every Elder ;: yet ſo,as heneglet 
1Jnot to take heed to all the flock of 
God, over. which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath made him an over-ſeer, 
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CHAP, 1. | Fj 


Of Deacons. iS 
FOES fy 
Of their Names. | 


$ we may alſo underſtan ;. 
* K what doth belongunto Dead jj 
cons, we ſhall ſpeak ofthem ſhortly 
aſter the ſame order. 1, Of theiff fo 
Name, 2.) their inſtitution. 3. Of fo 
their Calling, 4. Of their duty ang O 
qualificacion. | £1 
The word Deacqyh le 
11. Bookof diſcip, 'largely taken, fig} of 
ch. 8. nifies any ſervant df fi 
Miniſter, Maith.24 
11. Therefore in the New Teſta 
ment, it doth ſometimes compre 
hend all Church-Officers, even thi 
Apoftles themſelves, 1 Cor. 3. 5.Boj 
cauſe eyery Church-ofticer is ap! 
pointed of God, for perfeRing of 
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the Saints,for the work 
| Fpb. 4+ 12, . of the Miniſtery, 5 
epyer diavovies, and edi- 
fying the Body of Chriſt. When 
we ſpeak of Dea- 
8 1. Book of Diſ- cons in the Kirk, 
d ciplize ch. 8; It is not taken in 
| this Jarge ſenſe, 
| for any Church-officer of whatſoever 
0 ſort, but for a certain kind of Church 
| Officers difiin@from Paſtors, Teach- 
| ers and Elders, to whom the col- 
| leftion and diſtribution of the Goods 
| of the Church doth belong, for the 
| ſupply of the neceſſities of the poore 


CHAP, 


(80) 


CHAP.IL x 
_ Of the Tſtitution of. Dea» PF" 
=. 3 wy 


T* He Inſtitutionof the Office (iis 
 VÞ Deacon -in the: Church.ogne! 
Chriſt, is Divine, it's a ſpecial OrÞor 
-d nance and Appointment of Jeſufl ” 
* Chriſt, that there {hould be DeaconſC?! 
'In his Houſe, AG. 6. 3. The Apojev 
fle gives command: to the Diſciplf”) 
to chooſe out among themſelves me [{-- 
of honeſt report, full of the Hol for 
"Ghoſt, and of Wiſdom, whom they % 
might appoint over the buſineſs of -* 
the poor , which was accordinghy*”* 
done, as may be ſeen in the 5.and*" 
verſes of that Chapter : Neither waj 
thisa temporary inſtitution upon thij ''* 
particular occaſion, for the Church 
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fore the Apoſtle Paulin ſeveral of 
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of Jeruſalem only,but 
, Book of Diſ* tor all the Churches 
ipline 8. os. of Chriſt tothe endof 
| the world 5 There- 


is E viſtles ro the Churches , doth 
ention' them, Rowe, 12, 8. He ex- 


Horteth him that. gives or imparts, . 
h. e. the D-acon, to whom: the. 
(care of piving and diſtributing 18- 


committed ) to do it with fimplici- 
ty, 1 Cor. 12, 28, he reckonsbelps, 
Mb, e, Deacons who are sppointed 
{for helping the poor ). among cheſe 
(Officer whom God hath fet in his- 

,Aurchz and writing to the Philips 
[pi2»s, he direQs his Epiltle toallthe: 
paints 1n Chriſt, with the Biſhops (or 
 Uverſcers, under whom he compre- 
Ft ons Munifters, Teachers-and El- 
ers ) and to the D-acons, 3 Tim. 


: 
| 
} 


ner he gives Rules FONeR IN: 


ICE 
the.qualification and carriage of by 
_ Church-cfficers,he treats of the Dal m 
con at large, chap. 3. 8, 99.10, em 
I 2, I 3s | ; inc 
From the Divine Ig - 
_ T. Bookof Diſ. ſtitution of Deaconſ 1B 
ch. 2, p. 74. wegather 1. Thattl cj} 
Deacon is. a diſtin 
Officer from the Elder; it is a dg ar 
fet and fault in ſome Congregat th 
ons, that they put no difference by tt 
ewixt thoſe two, but fo. confound 2! 
and mingles them together , as j C 
they were both one,cither appoint t! 
ing none for the Office of Deacor} V 
but leaving that charge alſo upon th t! 
Elders, or elſe giving the Deacon d 
the ſame power and imploymeny t 
with the Elders, It's true, what © 
ſoever the Deacon may do by vw” c 
of his Office, that ſame may be dond | 
by an Elder, as whatſoever is = ) 
| 


y 


(8 3) FF 
I. an Elder, may be Jos by a Mi-' | | 
J miſter: becaufe thehigher and more 
| eminent offices in” the Church, doth 
| include the powers of the lower. 
= [t's alfo true, that the 
| | Book of Diſ- Deacons may aſſiſt in 
y cipline p. 57. judgment with the 
Miniſter and Elders, 
4 and be helping to them in theſe 
| things that concerns the overſight of 
| the Congregation , by information. 
| 2nd advice; Yet it ts neceſſary that 
| Congregations ſhould fo far Gd 
{ the Ordinance, and reverence the 
; Wiſdom of God, in appoiming 
| theſe Officers, as to have both EL 
| ders and Deacons, and to preſerve 
q them diſtin& in their aQings and 
| operations, not giving to the Dea- 
con, or ſuffcring him to aſſume the 
Elders office. 2. That Deacons are 
not to count light of this imploy- | 
menc,. | 


| 


| 


his. houſe, for ſupplying the necelf 


(84) k 
ment, or any others to eſteem light 
ly of them, .becauſe they are calle 
thereunto, anhd do exerciſe the ſany 
but that they. themſelves, . and al 
others ought to look.upon it as on 


of theſe holy and honourable lf 


ployments,. which the wiſdom, 
God .hath thought fr to appointi 


ities of the Saints. The Lord Jeſu 
himſelf did not diſdain to waſh hif 


| Diſciples feet 5 .Ange)s are allof then '\ 
, miniſtering Spirits, ſent farth to ay 


Hifter, for. their ſakes who are ap} 
"pointed to be heirs of Salvation3 why 
"then ſhould any. think it below then 
*toſerve the Church of Chriſt,and.tq 
;Mminiſcerto the Saints19 this [mploys| 


. 
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'ment?..x:Tim. 3. 13. 
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CHAP, 1II. 
Of the. Calling: of Deacons. 


: | J\ [One is: to ſtep 
| 2-Bookof D3/cip. | N into this, of- 
 chap.. &. fice, but he -that is 

lawfully called ther- 

' to 5 Unto their, Callingits needfa], 
| Firſt, That they have abilities arid 
| gifts fit for the charge, together. 
| with.an honeſt purpoſe of heart to 
+ ſerve the Lord faithfully in the. dif- 
| charge of- the fame, : by ſeeking his. 
1 honour,and the good ofthe Church, 
I 2: That they- be choſen by the Cons 
q gregation1n:which:they-are to ſcrve, 


-| ame manner,. as-that. of. Ruling El- 
4.der. 3; That. tryal be:taken bythe 
of Minifier and E1ders,concerning their - R 
| converſation,ghat it. Þe Llamclehand 7 

ho-. ll - 


* which choiceis to be maderahtey the} 


, ——_ - 


| ( $5 ) 
holy : And concerning their gifts 
that they have that tenderneſs, dil 
cretion,dexterity and prudence, that c 
s fit for that Imployment, and tha 

they be admitted: to their Charg 
with Prayer and Supplication, ai 
opening of the Word concerning 
their duty publickly in the Congr 
gation, where they are ſolemnly ti 


= 
NH 
4 


al 
al 
engage themſelves to be faithful iq T 
the truſt committed to them of Godj a1 
' Wii, 63,5, 6; rim, 3.10. |: 


J') 
CHA P. IV, 


Of their Duty. 
F irſt- of their Converſation; 
T" Heir Duty is either that whit 


| concerns their Converſatiol} ic 
_ or their office and calling 3-for theif 
 converſation,the Apoſtle ſhews wha 


it muſt be, 1-17, 3, 8,9, io, 11,1 w 


They mnſt not be double tongued, | 
nor lyars,. nor diſſemblers, nor de= f 
| ceivers. 2+ They muſt not be given 
} to much wine, nor tiplers,nor drun- 
d kar.'s, norlovers, nor followers of 
I ſtrong drink. 3,.They-muſt not be 
| greedy of filthy lucre, nor ſuch as 
{ arecovetous ,. and whoſe hearts run 
d aſter the things of the world, 
q They muſt be grave men, ofa pol'd 
J and ſtayed carriage, and. not. of a 
-f I'ahtand vain behaviour. 5. They 
| muſt be ſuch as hold faſt the my-. 
 ſtery. of Faith in-a pure conſcience, 
 þb.e, Mhoadonotonly know theD3- 
| Qrine of. the: Goſpel, but do hold 
faſt the Faith thereof without wave. 
cl ring,. and ſtudy to havea good con» 
1 {cience,in walking anſwerably there- 
if tos 6. They muſt be the husband of 
a} one wife , ſuch as abſtain from all 
4 undawfulluſts, fatisfying themſelves 
; | with. 


| 


(. 80 ) . 3 
withthe Remedyallowed of God, #&® 
They muſt be ſuch as rule. their ow!E 
houſes and their children. well, ſudf'* 
- M3: command and mſtruc:their chil h; 
_ dren and houſhold to keep the wa? 
of the. Lord, goipg before. them: eff 
the praftice of piety and godlinef bly 
and all holy: andreligious duties, Þ 

.-. .\ 


1 
T0: 


CHAP. V. 
_ Of the Duties of their Calling, | = 


TFT He Duties tha ©! 
25 Book of Diſs #- Beacons arl uf 
 Cpline chap, 8: bound to perform iff" 

_ .. their caliing., mag 
be reduced to theſe heads : 1. ThafÞt© 
they be caretu] to take exad noticÞ? 
of {uchas are poor in the Congregaq*© 
tion.,. and have not wherewath -t® 
maintain themſelves 2. Thattheff! 
be careful from time. to time to colf'® 

Y | lef 


BY 


A and.. receive; trom- the ſever al 
| embers of the Congregation,.:3nd 
Errangers that .come among them, 
Syhat . the Lord ſhall incline | their 
gearts togive for a fapply of: the ne- 
Ecflities. of the poop 3. andin a ſeafon- 
ble and Chriſtian way - to: {tir up 
ynd exhort to Charity and Liberali- 
jy, .that the more may begiven. 3. 
J-hat what is received and collected 
py them, be faithfully delivered,that 
| may be put in the Treaſury of the 
£on2regation. , 4, That they do.ti- 
mouſly make known the ſeveral con- 
Pitions:and neceffities of the ſeveral 
oor within the Congregation, to 
he Church Seſhion, that proviſion 
Pay be appointed accordingly for 
$ach of them, that ſo the poor-may 
ot be put to begging, to the grief 
#! their ſpirits, and reproach of the 
jPolpel. 5, That: they: be —_— 
q ho- 


| 


2 2 » Ms, . 
[EY k£y ” ns ; 
"+" _ DOVEIE | 


E , "Fieerioile poor:what isappoitghe 
_ for ſupply of their neceflities; an{ft} 


If that [there be any ſtock in. dhe Ihe 
- Church Treaſure, it-be improvenÞnc 


| off yan Ta fin plicity, with Ger 
of perſons, to diſtributeSrq 


y be Orphans, and young otfng) 


5 *.40p ſuch who haveno knowledge 1 
 -...* underſtandingznor ability to diſphen 
© and order the things that cond 3 | 


That | 


their food and rayment * 


_ . Deacons honeſtly imploy andfo Cr 
- tow-what is given for their uſe;thhe 


' they-may be ſupplyed in theſe th ed 
- 6. That they be careful that whatſho 
longs to the poor benot dilapidat 
norapplyed to any other uſe z 2 


'-- the beſt advanta by for the benefitjhe 


_..uſeofthe 
. *be-rather always ſupplyed,than M 
- :Ney${treaſured up for a vain it: Y 


poor; Yet ſo that the pd 4 


"2 Tha Alcy: be careful totake notÞo 


ES 
IO 


. Fe 


A, Te 
ftheſe who are ſick, that they may 
&cquaint the Miniſters and Elders 
Fherewith, for viſiting of them ; and 
fthat they be poor, their neceſlitics 
Way be ſupplied. on 
1 That Deacons may the morecon- 
Feniently diſcharge theit Naty, Its 
Fit that ſome part of the Cu regae 
tion be aſſigned toeveryone of6@Q = 
For the better inſpeQion of the poor © 
FShereof, and that the Diets of col- 
le&ing for the poor be divided a- 

- 10 ong(t them» = | 4s 
J Thenumber of Deacons inevery 
ongregation is to be according to 
Ibe proportion of the Congregation, 
pod ofthe poor theretn;. and though 
here be no. neceſſity of an equal 
Dumber of Elders and Deacons, yet 
Ft 1s fat that each Elder have ſome 
Deacon to be aſſiſting to him. in the 
pounds of which he hath more pe« 
| culiar, 


. cultar inſpeCtion, 
. one and the other. may diſchaj 
their duty, with the greater | xi 
to-themſelves, and with the grea 
benefit and: adyzatage of the & 
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- that ſo both 1 
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